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BALUSTER

Upright pieces that run between handrail and tread or shoerail.

CONTINUOUS RAIL

System where handrail runs over the top of posts. Rail is connected with

fittings (return, bends, easing, etc.) to form one, long run.

EASING

Continuous rail fitting used to help make transition from rail to newel, often

used with gooseneck fittings.

FINIAL

Turned, decorative cap, or knob, that attaches to the top of the post.

GOOSENECK

Continuous rail fitting used to make transition from stairway to landing.

HANDRAIL

Rail that is grasped for support when using a stairway.

NEWEL

Main posts, or uprights, that suport the handrail.

NOSING

Rounded projection of the tread beyond the face of the riser.

PITCH

The angle of ascent or rise of a stairway, defined either in degrees (34?) or

in rise over a given run (8" up in a 12" run).

POST TO POST

Rail system where handrail is comprised of discrete sections that butt into

the side of finial topped posts.

TREAD

The step or walking surface of the stairway.

TURNOUT

A smaller volute supported by newel and two balusters.

VOLUTE

The spiraled end of the railing that is commonly used on the starting step

supported by a post and four or five balusters.

•This is by no means a complete guide to code requirements, 

it is intended only as a guide in selecting and ordering materials.
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